
Moomba Messenger

Principal's Message

Dear families,

Last this year we participated in a school review. The 

Department reviews all schools every four years. The 

purpose of these reviews is to reflect on the  goals 

and targets set at the previous review in 2019 and to 

strategically plan for the next four years. The Panel 

who reviews our school includes an independent 

reviewer, our Senior Education Improvement Leader 

Tony Privitelli from Regional Office, two current 

Principals Class Officers and our School Council 

President Dean Reeve. During the review process the 

review panel spoke to students, some parents, and all 

staff, and observed some lessons and teacher 

planning sessions.

Earlier this year we received the final report from the 

review and our goals for the next four years in our 

School Strategic Plan. I have included some of the 

review report below, the remainder of the report and 

our School Strategic Plan will be available on our 

school website from next week.

We empower resilient, creative and successful young people who strive for 
personal  excellence and positively contribute to the world.

 We provide an inclusive, supportive and engaging learning environment for our 
school  community in which students are inspired to become resilient lifelong 

learners.

Upcoming Events & Important Dates

Monday 4th ,18th & 25th 
March

Foundation Tour 2025 
9:30am

Monday 11th March
Labour Day Public Holiday

March 13th  to 24th
NAPLAN 

Tuesday 21st March
Hot Cross Bun Orders 

Close

Tuesday 26th March
Picture Products orders 

close

March 24th - 28th
Ride to School Week

Thursday 28th March
End of term 

2:30pm finish

1st March 2024

Monday 15th April 
Term 2 Begins

Monday  22nd April
Foundation Tour 2025

6:45 pm
Wednesday 8th May

School Photo Day

Thursday 25th April
ANZAC Day

Public Holiday







    

Parents, Friends, and Carers Group (PFCG)

Our dedicated and hardworking Parents, Friends and Carers Group met today.  Thank you to our parents, friends and 

carers group for planning school fundraising and community events for the year. We know that some people can’t 

attend the meetings but keep involved in other ways.

This afternoon your children will bring home about the first two fundraisers for the year: Hot Cross Buns and Picture 

Plate products.  We are raising money to install some more drink fountains for the students outside.

 

Foodbank Collection

Many of our families in the coming weeks will be celebrating Eid-ul-Fitr, Easter or Orthodox Easter. These celebrations 

also have a period where they observe Ramadan or Lent, this usually involves giving something up for several days and 

giving to those who are less fortunate. In honour of this, we would like to hold a Foodbank collection beginning next 

week until  the end of the term. Please see attached list of items that can be donated. At the end of the term, all 

donated items will be taken to Foodbank where it will be distributed to Victorian families in need.

If you are able to contribute, please bring the item and place in the trolley at the school office.

 

Have a great week everyone!

Ms Maria Marchionna 



    

We excited to announce that we are one of five schools selected to participate in Merri-bek City Council’s 
Ride & Stride program for 2024!

 

The program is designed to get more of our children and families moving safely and sustainably, and will 
deliver a range of activities over the year to enable more of our students to ride and stride to school.

 

Parent Survey: As part of our involvement in this program, we would like to engage with parents and carers 
to better understand how you travel with your children to and from school, and any barriers you face to 
doing so actively. We’ve created an online survey that will take just a few minutes to complete. The more we 
can understand about the way our students and families travel, the better we can ensure the Ride & Stride 
program is tailored to support safe, easy & active transport to our school. 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/Vv858iNVWP

 

All data collected is anonymous, and your participation is voluntary (and appreciated). The information 
collected from the survey will help us to understand our school’s transport issues and opportunities for 
improving the way your family chooses to travel!

 

We will be sharing more information about Ride & Stride initiatives we’ll be participating in over the coming 
weeks. 

Thankyou!

Mrs Gertdz 



    

We are super excited to 
share some of the Art 

Room progress with you 
all. The floor has been 

completely re-stumped 
and they are moving along 

swiftly.



     Week 5

Room 1
Ms Laura

Ammar For showing your persistence and love of learning during your 
intervention sessions this week. I love how you were able to apply 
your segmenting and blending goal back in the classroom and show 
your friends how to also practise this skill. Keep up the hard work 
Ammar! 

Room 2
Ms Alice

Marlowe For always being a conscientious student and helping her 
classmates with their work. She is a pleasure to have in the class.

Room 3
Miss Monica 

Razaan Wow! What an amazing start to the year you have had! You have 
shown how brave you can be, how eager you are to learn and how 
hard you can work. Keep it up and well done!

Room 6
Ms Hana

Uki Uki, you have made such an impressive start to your school life at 
Moomba Park! You consistently uphold our school values and are a 
role model for your peers. Thank you for lighting up Room 6 with 
your positive attitude and humor each day!

Room 7
Ms Katie

Ruben This week you have shown resilience and  taken charge of your own 
learning journey. I have loved watching you make independent 
decisions about what is the best space for you to work in to have 
maximum focus and produce your best work. What a champion! 
Keep it up!

Room 10
Mr John

Lola Well done Lola on an outstanding week. You have shown yourself 
to be a hard worker, a great listener and a wonderful friend. This 
week you have created some amazing pieces of writing that used 
adjectives to bring your story to life. Congratulations

Room 11
Mrs Drakopoulos 
Ms Barr

Isla You have had an incredible start to Grade 4 and you display all of 
our school values- Respect, Responsibility and Resilience daily. Your 
enthusiasm towards your learning is admirable and we are so 
grateful for your thoughtful contributions to all areas of the 
curriculum. Keep up the amazing work Isla!!!

Room 12
Ms Sarah
Miss Croft

Moinul You have settled into Moomba Park so quickly and immediately 
embraced our school values. You model our expected learning 
behaviours each session and consistently take on feedback to 
improve your work. This has been particularly evident during 
reading sessions, where you have focussed on using punctuation to 
help your fluency. Keep up the wonderful effort Moinul!



     

Week 5

Room 14
Miss Kate

Khaled Your maturity, humility and kindness is something so inspiring 
to see for a young man your age. I am so proud of the way you 
support your teachers, and always offer help. You consistently 
show your character strengths and display the school values, 
the main reason why you will be such an amazing school 
captain. Keep it up DJ!

Room 16
Miss Steph & Mrs 
Georgiou

Sabrina Sabrina you’ve made an outstanding start to grade 5! You are 
consistently kind to others, you are organised for learning and 
you show flexible thinking when challenged. What a role model!

Italian/Art
Mrs Milonopolous & Jimbo

Anthony (Rm 1) For showing your love of learning and respect during Italian Art 
classes. You participate in discussions and complete your work 
with enthusiasm and lots of colours. Eccellente Anthony!

Physical Education
Mrs Gerdtz

Oscar (Rm 6) Congratulations Oscar on your wonderful efforts during PE. You 
listen carefully to instructions and work well with your 
classmates in group activities.



Hi Moomba Park school community, 

My name is Raelene Nevill and I am a Community member on our School 

Council and have been for many years. I bring much knowledge not just about 

school councils but also the history of Moomba Park Primary and the broader 

community having lived in Fawkner for 35 years. I am also a volunteer with 

Neighbourhood Watch Fawkner, Fawkner Neighbourhood house and Merri 

Health Community advisory committee. 

The school council met for the first time for 2024 in February, and here are a few 

points of interest that were discussed.

School council elections must be held in March every year and we have several 

vacancies that will need to be filled. Our council consists of 4 staff members, 6 

parent members and 2 community members and every year there are some 

vacancies that need to be filled, most are for 2 year terms. Please watch for the 

notices in regards to joining school council or speak with the Principal.

We also need to hold a Public reporting meeting to inform the school 

community of how the school as a whole has performed over the past year, 

anyone is welcome to attend this meeting so please make sure you keep a watch 

out for this date to be advertised.

We also discussed the School Strategic Plan and several Key Improvement 

Strategies, being improving student learning outcomes and improving the 

wellbeing of all students. This is done in many ways some of which are building 

leaders and teachers capacity to monitor and evaluate the impact of high quality 

instruction, use of data collection, enhance community and parent partnerships. 

The  goals of the School Strategic Plan are then used to assist in writing the 

schools Annual Implementation Plan.

We discussed the ever increasing costs associated with school camps and 

excursions which are such a vital experience for all students. The Principal and 

staff are trying to find the best affordable camps and excursions that fit into our 

needs, as these extra curricular activities are so important.

I am sure by now everyone has seen the amazing new mural in 

all its vibrant colours, this mural was painted by many parents over the 

holidays and was a project initiated by quite a few school council parent 

members and other volunteers. The school council has approved for 

further murals to be painted around the school with the help of an 

artist, which will add to a more colourful environment for the students 

and community.

We also came back to seeing the first stages to the 

refurbishment and improvements to the playground, and doesn’t it look 

fabulous. The children have also been thoroughly enjoying the addition 

of the mud kitchen and shop. The playground will continue to be 

improved as it is a work in progress.

I hope this school council update although long has given you 

some interesting information and maybe some topics to ask questions 

about, especially about how to be a school council member and more 

information in regards to the School Strategic Plan and the Annual 

Implementation Plan.            Warmest regards Raelene Nevill.
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Parents, Friends & Carers Group
Dear families,

We have planned two exciting fundraisers for the end of term 1. You children will bring home all the 

information for the Bakers Delight Buns and PictureProducts. These forms include all of ordering details you 

will need.

Our first fundraiser for 2024 is delicious. We are holding a Bakers Delight Bun sale. Buns will be sold in a pack 

of 6, $9.50 per pack. We are fundraising for new water bubblers for our outdoor areas. Orders and payments 

will close on Thursday 21st March. Please return order forms and payments to the office.

Next, will be holding a Picture Products Fundraiser. Picture Products turns your 

children's artworks into something they'll treasure for ever. Strong enough to use 

every day, they provide a lasting memory of childhood.

We have selected two items for you to choose from:

1. Plates are made of durable BPA-free food-safe melamine, it's dishwasher safe and covered by a 

40-year quality guarantee. Plates are 25cm diameter $30 each.

2. 600ml aluminium drink bottle $30 each.

Order will close on Tuesday 26th March. No late orders accepted.

For more product information please visit https://www.pictureproducts.com.au/products/

To order please visit https://forms.gle/YvKapBYsbourCcdCA

Thanks

MPPS Parents, Friends & Carers Group
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