
18th November 2022 

We empower resilient, creative and successful young people who strive for personal         

excellence and positively contribute to the world.  

We provide an inclusive, supportive and engaging learning environment for our school      

community in which students are inspired to become resilient lifelong learners.  

 www.moombaparkps.vic.edu.au 
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Dear families, 

 

Our fabulous foundation students have had a very busy week preparing for the inaugural  

Moomba Park Foundation Farm to Fork dinner held last night. Throughout the week they have 

harvested produce from our gardens to make their salad, spent time in the staffroom preparing 

their dinner and desert and even made some beautiful art pieces to use as tablecloths!  

At 3:10 yesterday when all the other students went home, the students from rooms 6 & 7 stayed 

behind, had some afternoon tea; muffins they had baked themselves and participated in some 

group games before dinner.  

After washing their hands, they sat down at their tables to peruse the menu before a waiter 

came to take their order and get their food. On the menu was a vegetarian pasta bake or penne 

bolognaise with salad for mains and frog in the ponds for dessert. Every student had the          

opportunity to wait on someone and to be waited on. After their delicious dinner it was back to 

their classroom for a story and then it was home time.  

The evening was a great success and was a joy to be a part of. A very big thank you to Ms Katie, 

Ms Hana and Ms Katrina for their work in planning the event and to the team of happy helpers.  

News from Ms Sheenagh 

With a heavy heart, I’m sad to inform the school community that I will be leaving Moomba Park 

at the end of this year to take on a new role for 2023. I will be working as in the Region as    

Teaching Partner in the Differentiated School Support Initiative. This role will give me the        

opportunity to use the skills I have learnt in leading curricula, delivery of professional learning 

and building teachers’ capacity in schools where they need extra support. This is an exciting     

opportunity for me.  

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude and thanks to the school council and 

community for the warm working relationship I have had with you all over the last 9 years. It has 

been my absolute pleasure to work in a school community that so values inclusion, and           

educational opportunities for all. I would like to express my deeply felt appreciation for the 

amazing team at MPPS who work so very hard each and every day to support student success. I 

have never worked with a team that is so open to continuous improvement and who never gives 

up and works to find solutions that meet the needs of every child. I have had many mentors in 

my time here and I would like to thank Tony Privitelli, Wendy White and Maria Marchionna for 

encouraging and supporting my vision for literacy at MPPS and giving me many opportunities 

and scope to grow as a leader.  

A huge thank you to the wonderful leadership team for your incredible leadership, thinking and 

work.  

Upcoming Events 

 

Thursday 24th           

November 

Prep Firefighter  

Incursion 

 

Friday 25th November 

Colour Fun Run 

 

Thursday 1st December 

Grade 1\2  

Scienceworks Excursion 

 

Tuesday 13th  

December 

Year 6-7 Transition day  

Year 6 Graduation 

 

Monday 19th Dec 

PPD Day—No students 

at school 

 

Tuesday 20th  Dec 

Last day of term 

1.30pm finish 

 

Monday 31st January 

2023 

Day one Term One 

For  Year 1– 6 

http://www.moombaparkps.vic.edu.au


I have been incredibly fortunate to work with our very talented Principal Maria Marchionna over 

the last 5 years; we have been a great team and won’t forget all the things I have learnt from you.  

Finally, thank you to the all the children that I have had the privilege of working with at MPPS, I 

will miss your happy smiles, amazing learning, and greetings each day.  

I know that MPPS has many exciting things coming up in the next year and I can’t wait to visit and 

see the wonderful things that are happening.  

All the very best from Ms Sheenagh  
 

Congratulations Mr Crotti! 

In other exciting yet sad news, Mr Crotti has been appointed Assistant Principal at Thomastown 

West Primary School. James has been a Leading Teacher for over 6 years at Moomba Park and has 

led the curriculum here in digital learning, STEAM and Maths as one of our Primary Maths          

Specialists.  When I started at Moomba, I wanted to introduce STEAM as a subject and had a rough 

vision for what I what I want the program to look like. James was able to take the idea and           

develop it to more than I could ever have imagined.  Our STEAM program is one legacy James will 

leave us. This is a wonderful opportunity and promotion for James and he will be able to bring his 

expertise and experience from Moomba Park to Thomastown West. 

On a personal note, Sheenagh and James have been an integral part of my leadership team and I 

have loved working with them. We have shared many good times collaborating, problem solving 

and coming up with creative ways to keep everyone engaged, connected and safe during a       

pandemic.  They have led with integrity and loyalty and I am very thankful for this. I am excited for 

them but will also miss them dearly.  

 

Professional Practice Days 
Each term, teachers receive a professional practice day, where they have a full day out of the 
classroom to do a range of tasks e.g., assessment, administration, professional leaning etc. These 
Professional Practice days are usually spread out throughout the term. This year, due to the       
difficulty in replacing teachers, the Department of Education and Training has asked schools to 
hold each teacher’s allocated professional practice day on the same day for all staff. This is to    
enable the most effective and efficient use of this day. 
As was mentioned in previous newsletters, we have scheduled our professional practice day for 
Monday 19th December. Students will therefore not be required to attend school on this day. 
Please make arrangements for your children to stay home.  
 

2023 Out of School Hours Care  

Our new Out of School Hours Care team at the YMCA are ready to take bookings! Please see the 

flyer attached for more details. If you have any questions about the service including accessing the 

Child Care Subsidy, the program, booking or simply to meet the team. The YMCA will hold a greet/

information session at Moomba Park on December 1 from 3:15-5pm.  
 

Democracy Sausage sizzle 

On our school hall will be used as a polling centre for the State election on Saturday 26th Novem-
ber. Our wonderful Parents and Friends Group have organised a sausage sizzle to raise funds for 
the school. Money raised will be combined with recent fundraisers to purchase outdoor investiga-
tions equipment. Encourage your friends and neighbours to vote at our school and buy a sausage. 
If you would like to volunteer of a few hours, please click on this link https://volunteersignup.org/
WD7L8 to sign up  
 

Have a great week everyone! 

Ms Marchionna 

https://volunteersignup.org/WD7L8
https://volunteersignup.org/WD7L8


Steps to Prep Information Sessions 

This week and last, I have conducted information sessions for our STP families. It has been wonderful to meet 
many of the new families and have the knowledge of the current families to share as well. We discussed many of 
the practical issues related to the transition to school including uniforms, lunchboxes, book packs and important 
dates. We discussed the curricula for Foundation students and how it is based on the Victorian Curriculum, also 
importantly what the students show us during assessment time. Assessment is collected continuously where 
teachers are evaluating student progress in all areas of learning and wellbeing. The curriculum has a standard at 
each year level (A-D for students working towards Foundation) Foundation to Year 10 on which we judge student 
progress. Small adjustments are made continuously to support students at their point of need in our weekly plan-
ning. The highlight of the meeting was a visit by some of our current Foundation students who shared some of the 
amazing work they have been doing in class this term. It included: narrative writing, use of onomatopoeia, and 
adding collections. The students spoke confidently about their work to large groups of parents/carers. It was 
amazing to see, and I was super proud of their confidence. Thank you to all the families that attended the session, 
and it was a wonderful opportunity to answer questions raised.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you 

Sheenagh Callahan 

This week we celebrate the  

following birthdays…  
 

Neve turns 9    Ahmad A turns 9 

Zoe C turns 11        Amaia turns 7 



This is the story of Zoey Zing and this the way that I tell it.  

In the year 1985, in New York City, there was a plague of birds. They had birds in the houses, birds in the 
garden, birds on table of food and birds on the floor. There so many birds that even the insects had left!  

 

But that year a stranger came to New York City dressed in a long flowing cape of many colours. Some 
people said it was Jessie but soon she became known as Zoey. She said that she could get rid of the birds 
for the right sum of money. The mayor of the town agreed to pay her only if she could get rid of them.   
 

Zoey took out her bag of food and began to put them on the floor. To everyone’s amazement the birds 
streamed out of the houses and followed Zoey. Birds, birds everywhere chased after Zoey out of the 
town across the hills, squawking and cawing till they came to river Lipton. Zoey strode into the river and 
the birds followed her only to drown in one swirling mass.  
 

That afternoon, Zoey returned to town, but the mayor did not pay her. The days ran like cheetahs and 
still the mayor tried to pretend that the birds had not been much of a problem.  

 

A month later Zoey returned to New York City. Dressed in a scarlet cloak wearing a strange mask, for one 
last time she demanded her money and one last time, the mayor refused to pay her. So, she took out her 
bag of food and began to put the food on the floor. But this time it was not the birds that followed her it 
was the children.  
 

Children, children everywhere, chattering and chortling into the mountains. Chattering and chortling, 
they ran after the bag of food following her trail. Chattering and chortling into the distant hills.  

And they were never seen again.  

By Najwa Room 12 

 

STRENGTH SIGNAL AWARDS 

Israa A for Respect 

Hawa for Respect 

Manihba for Kindness 

Maysaa (rm 2) for Kindness 

Congratulations! 



  WINGS OF WIND 

By Shoaib 

WHOOSH! As the dragon of wind flys around the ocean, it feel’s the 

water changing and sense’s a flash flood was coming soon… The drag-

on fly’s as fast as light to warn the king about the flash flood. 

 

The dragon landed on top of the castle and demanded for the king. The 

king rushed to the dragon, the dragon told the king everything and told 

him to evacuate the town. As the king was evacuating the town, the 

dragons plan to stop the flood is to use it’s wind power to push it back 

into the ocean. The dragon gets it’s wings ready to push the flood back 

into the ocean. 

 

The flood pushes as it’s already at shore, the dragon’s wings are as 

shiny as a diamond, the dragon fly’s as fast as it can to shore as it is 

across town. It reaches shore and see’s the flood, the dragon swing’s 

it’s wings at the flood and SPLASH. The dragon saves the day!   

-THE END- 

 

 



     

 

 
  

 

 
            

 

 

 

 

We’re excited to announce that Moomba Park Primary is one of 110 childcare centres, schools, Scouts and Girl 
Guides groups, and youth groups to receive a 2022 Victorian Junior Landcare and Biodiversity Grant.  
  
Delivered through Landcare Australia’s Junior Landcare program, the grants provide young people with the 
opportunity to engage in outdoor, hands-on biodiversity focused projects or learning activities that encourage 
them to value and actively care for Victoria’s biodiversity and natural environment. 
  
We are using our $4000 grant for our grade 3/4 sustainability project.  
  
For inquiry, the 3/4s are working on a way to bring native flora and fauna back to the school grounds.  Some 

ideas we have come up with are, making greenhouses, simple machines, bird feeders and rain water collec-

tors.   

The Inquiry team applied for a grant to help us with this. We are using the money to help create a native plant 

greenhouse and build some of our inquiry designs.  We got the grant from Junior Landcare Australia.  From this 

grant we are going to buy pots, buckets, native plants and seeds, a small greenhouse, watering cans, gloves, 

fertilizer and propagating containers.  We are also lucky enough to be able to organise some incursions with 

CERES to help with this project.   

We have learnt all about how greenhouses work and as a group we have decided that behind the cricket nets 
in the sun is the best spot for our greenhouse. This way all our native plants can be grown and planted in our 
current native garden.   
  
The Victorian Junior Landcare and Biodiversity Grants are funded by the Victorian Government through the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning. They contribute to the targets of Protecting Victoria’s 
Environment – Biodiversity 2037, the Victorian Government’s plan to stop the decline of our native plants and 
animals and improve our natural environment. 
   
 Here our some of our designs: 



     

 

 
  

 

 
            

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Youssef K, Mohammad K, Nidal, Ahmad, Ayaan, Izabella, Sumayya, Haajarah, Sabrina and Ma’az. 

 











On Thursday, the Foundations 
students had some very     
special visitors… Four         
firefighters came to Rooms 6 
and 7 to answer all our burn-
ing questions and help edu-
cate us about fire safety. They 
taught us to ‘CRAWL DOWN 
LOW, GO, GO, GO”, to safely 
move away from a fire. Next Thursday, they will be returning with 
their red fire truck! Foundation students will be taking home a ‘Safe 
Meeting Place’ worksheet    today. Please complete together and de-
cide on a safe meeting place at your home in case of a fire.  

 

Ms Katie and Ms Hana  



Term 4 Week 7      

  

Room 1 

Ms Seymour 

Manizha A big congratulations for your effort and resilience 
when learning about 3D shapes this week. You    
impressed us all with how quickly you picked up the 
concept of 3D shapes and their features. Well done!  

Room2 

Mrs Simmonds 

Anaya  I am so impressed with the connections you are 
making to your Maths Learning Anaya. You know 
the steps you need to take to solve a maths problem 
and can explain your thinking using Maths            
vocabulary. Well done for all your hard work this 
year Anaya! 

Room 3 

Mr Boston & 

Miss Laura 

Franky  For  showing resilience when writing your story this 
week. You were having trouble at the beginning of 
the week to think of ideas for your plan but you were 
able to bounce back and have a go. Now you’re 
halfway through your story with characters, settings, 
powerful writing strategies and an exciting climax! 
Well done Franky, keep it up. 

Room 6 

Ms Katie 

Ahmad  Ahmad, you are such a calm presence in Room 6 
who puts 100% effort into every learning task. I am 
so proud of the way you have strived to reach your 
reading goal this term with perseverance and     
courage. Keep it up,  Ahmad.  

Room 7 

Ms Hana 

Elke  Elke, thank you for being a positive role model for 
Room 7 this year. You embrace every one of our 
school values and strive to engage in all activities 
with a positive  attitude and creative flair. I was so 
proud of your perseverance this week in writing, to 
continue to add to your narrative to ‘Bump It Up’ and 
move it from great to amazing, with the use of      
similes, onomatopoeia and adjectives!  

Room 10 

Ms Alice 

Nada  To Nada for a super effort in learning the days and 
months of the year rhyme. Well done! 

Room 15  

Mrs Drakopoulos 

Miss croft  

Tariq For  always being so upbeat and bringing such a       
wonderful energy to Room 15.  You apply a hard 
work ethic to all learning tasks and demonstrate en-
thusiasm in all areas of the curriculum. Well done 
Tariq! 

Room 16 

Mr Lachlan 

Levi  Levi always enter the room with a positive attitude 
and are excited to see your peers. You have worked 
hard on your inquiry this term to find unique healthy, 
quick and cheap products to sell and showed the 
character strengths of teamwork and leadership 
while doing so.  Well done.   



 

 

 

 

Pop it in your diary 

FRIDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 
 

 

 

 

https://australianfundraising.com.au/about-us/environmental-policy/







