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We empower resilient, creative and successful young people who strive for personal         

excellence and positively contribute to the world.  

We provide an inclusive, supportive and engaging learning environment for our school      

community in which students are inspired to become resilient lifelong learners.  

 www.moombaparkps.vic.edu.au 
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Dear Families, 

As the 2022 year is comes to a close, I would like to acknowledge and thank all the teachers, edu-
cation   support staff and administration staff for their dedication and wonderful contribution to 
Moomba Park Primary School. You are all wonderful and just as important – wonderful people. 
Thank you for all your efforts this year and for your support and guidance to both the students 
and parents of MPPS. We have all appreciated being back at school everyday for our first full on-
site year since 2019! 

I also want to acknowledge the work performed by my leadership team, Sheenagh Callahan,     
Mr Crotti, Miss Croft and Miss Laura for their excellent leadership in supporting the students and 
staff.  

To our parents and families THANK YOU! for your support and for the positive partnerships that 
we’ve created. Thank you for volunteering or attending at our various events and being active 
participants in our school community. But most of all Thank you for trusting us with your          
children.  We take that trust very seriously. It is a privilege teaching your children and it has been 
very rewarding. 

Thank you to our amazing wonderful and RESILIENT students! You are the reason we are all here. 
We love seeing your smiles, seeing you learn and grow. I am so proud of you and I hope you are 
proud of what you have achieved this year.  

School Council 

A special thank you to all our school councilors for their work throughout the year. This has been 
another extraordinary year and your support was always felt. You all give up valuable time and 
commit yourselves to making sure Moomba Park provides the best learning environment        
possible. 

 Staff Leaving  

We have a few staff leaving Moomba Park at the end of this year. We say thank you and goodbye 
to Miss Laura Seymour. Laura is off to travel the world and we wish her a safe and happy trip.  

Mr Crotti  

I would like to thank James for his contribution as a teacher, school councilor and as an integral 
part of the school leadership team. To observe James’ professional growth during the last 6 years 
has been a privilege. He is self-motivated, passionate about learning and always striving to be the 
best he can be. He brought my idea of a STEAM class to life, and made it more than I can imag-
ine. I know that James will take his learnings from Moomba Park  with him to his new school. Just 
as important, I hope James takes with him many fond memories of his time at Moomba Park. All 
the best James! 

Upcoming Events 

 

Monday 30th January  

Pupil Free Day  

Uniform Shop open 

10-12pm 

 

Tuesday 31st January  

Day 1 Term  1- Yr. 1– 6 

 

Tuesday 7th February 

Foundation Students 

start 

 

Monday 24th April  

Curriculum Day 

 

Thursday 25th May 

Photo Day 

 

28th Feb to 3rd March 

Smile Squad 

http://www.moombaparkps.vic.edu.au


Sheenagh  

On behalf of the Moomba Park School Community, past and present I would like to wholeheartedly thank Sheen-
agh for her time at Moomba Park. Through her curriculum knowledge and skills, Sheenagh has made every teacher 
at Moomba better at what they do and know about teaching and learning. Through her kindness, leadership and 
integrity, we are all better people for knowing her.  

Thank you for everything. Your legacy here is profound and can be seen in every classroom every day. Sheenagh’s 
new role will enable to reach many more teachers and students and that is wonderful for our system, but sad for 
us.  

Thank you Sheenagh. We will miss you.  

Year 3/4 Design Competition 

Every year we hold a competition for our year 3/4 students to design the picture that will be printed on our Prep 
polo tops. All the students participate and put in a great deal of thought and effort with their design. It gets harder 
and harder each year to select the winning design. This year I couldn’t decide between two entries, so the amazing 
Ms Katrina has combined them. Congratulations to Khaled and Aydin from Rm 14!!  

Outdoor investigations  

Last week the students voted on some items for outdoor investigations. The students selected a shop and mud 
kitchen. The recent fundraising events will be used to purchase these in the new year. Thanks again to our Parents 
and Friends for the incredible fundraising efforts.  



Welcome back  

In 2023 we welcome back Ms Sarah who is returning from family leave to teach STEAM. We also welcome some 
new staff. 

We welcome two new teachers Ms Stephanie Zagame teaching 5/6 and Ms Jacquie Egli in Room 8. 

Last week we appointed a new Assistant Prinicpal Lisa Dow. Lisa comes to us with many years experiences in      
student wellbeing and curriculum. She is an experienced AP and is looking forward to joining our school             
community.  

Class placement 

The teaching staff have completed the rigorous process of regrouping and placing students into new grade for 

2023. A number of considerations are made when determining new grades. These include:  

A balanced number of children in each grade 

A balanced number of boys and girls (enrolment dependent)  

A balanced number of academic, social and emotion needs 

An appropriate mix of role models and leaders 

An appropriate placement of students with additional needs 

Friendships groups 

All children are given the opportunity to write in the names of friends with whom they would like to be in the same 

class. It is explained to the children that attempts will be made to place them with at least one other friend. 

Teachers will spend a considerable amount of time working through this process. This was followed up with transi-

tion sessions with the children whereby further adjustments and refinements were made. 

All teachers at Moomba Park Primary School are caring and committed educators. 

Grade structure is as follows: 

 CLASS TEACHER ROOM NUMBER 

Foundation/1 Ms Hana 2 

Foundation/1 Mrs Katie 1 

1\2 Miss Kate 6 

1\2 Mr Boston/Miss Laura C 7 

     

3\4 Miss Croft 11 

3\4 Mr Meyer 10 

3\4 Mr John 12 

     

5/6 Ms D/Mrs Georgio 15 

5/6 Ms Stephanie/ Mrs Simmonds 16 

Room 8 Mrs Milonopoulos/Ms Jacqui/ Mr Sam 8 

      

Italian/Art Mrs Milonopoulos   

Music P-6 Miss Peny  

STEAM Ms Sarah  

PE Mrs Gerdtz   

      



Congratulations to this year’s School, Vice and House Captains. You have all done a stellar job in your roles and 
displayed our school values and leadership throughout the year. I couldn’t be more proud!! Next year’s captains 
will have big shoes to fill! 

Farewell to the families who are leaving us. I hope your time at Moomba Park has been memorable. Your children 
will leave us with great thinking and learning skills. This will support them well in their new settings. I would like to 
acknowledge Ben and Michelle Snow and Kasey Hanrahan.  They have all been active members of our school.  Ben 
and Kasey have led our School council as President for a number of years, volunteering their time to ensure that 
Moomba Park is governed well. Michelle has been an active part of our Parents and friends Group, organising our 
mother’s & father’s days stalls, uniforms and other events. On behalf of our school- I want to say thank you for 
your commitment to our school.  

Farewell to our grade 6 graduates. Last week’s graduation was such a success and it was lovely watching you      
celebrate with your friends and family.  I hope your time at Moomba Park has been memorable and fulfilling. Your 
teachers over your primary school years have provided you with a great education and have set you up to be    
successful at secondary school. 

 

Enjoy the holidays, be safe and enjoy spending time with your loved ones.  

Merry Christmas and I hope to see everyone back in the New Year happy and healthy.  

 

Maria Marchionna    
(And Coconut & Charlie) 
 

 

 

 

 This week we celebrate 

the following  

birthdays… 
 

Ella turns 7  Hasan A turns 8 

Umar H Turns 9 George turns 8 

Xander A turns 12 Etta turns 11 

Ahad D Turns 6  

Wesam H turns 10 



Dear Moomba Park 

Wow! What an amazing 9 years I have had as a leader at this incredible school. Today I am looking at my final writer of the 
week. Writer of the week has evolved out of the work that has happened for many years at MPPS. Student’s love of writing 
has grown so much with the introduction of the Powerful Writing Strategies (that I learnt from another local school not far 
away). The teachers and students have been inspired by all the incredible language and vocabulary through many, many hours 
of reading stories together and working at their writer’s craft. While it is hard to spell onomatopoeia, every child has used it in 
their writing! Just when I think that its going to be hard to write the newsletter (particularly today) – into my hands comes a 
beautiful, thoughtful, and outstanding example of the work we do each day here.  

The Writer’s of the week are Ms Hana and Room 7 who have written an amazing book about the ‘Learning Pit’. It is called The 
Deep Blue Learning School, in which students are stuck in the sea and need to work out how to find their way out. It is filled 
with many, many strategies and mindsets that enable students to learn effectively (the work we have been doing on building 
Student Agency) -what a metaphor for our work together! I’m going to really have to use my strategies to stay afloat today.  

 

The Deep Blue Learning School  

Written and Illustrated by Room 7 

Once upon a time at the bottom of the ocean, all the sea creatures were swimming around.  

Duh, duh, duh! 

They got lost in the deep blue. 

They were trapped in the deep blue. 

HELP! 

They felt something cold around their bodies. 

They had an idea… 

‘I’m going to use my magic to move fast like Sonic. 

Swim to the light! 

Ask Miss Hana for help! 

Talk to my friends and make a plan! 

I’m going to light up and swim up! 

Make a plan with my friends! 

Use my creativity and keep trying! 

Swim up to the top and then go down another time, then go back to the top! 

I can use my bright sparkles to light myself to the top! 

Ask someone for help! 

I’ll never give up. 

Anything I run into I’ll saw through it and go up! 

Ask a friend, “Can you help me?” 

I’ll swim and not give up! 

I’ll use my glitter magic!” 

Phew! 

Hooray! 

Let’s do it again! 



Author’s note: 

It was the author’s idea to use ‘the deep blue’ as a metaphor for the Learning Pit. 

Students have shown resilience in their learning this year to persist and use various strategies to assist them to 
achieve their goals. 

Blurb: 

The sea creatures are stuck in the bottom of the ocean in the deep blue! 

Will they be able to escape? 

Thank you to everyone in the school community for your support and many, many well wishes - it has really 
touched my heart. Our work stands on the shoulders of giants. So a special mention to those who have come be-
fore – Mr Kelly, Mr P, Ms Wendy and many amazing teachers and ESS staff.  

Thank to Ms Marchionna, all the ESS and Teachers and Therapists who I have worked with. Your extraordinary 
work each day has made a life-long impact for the students of MPPS. 

Thank you MPPS for all the wonderful memories of learning together. I will be forever grateful.  

 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

Ms Sheenagh 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“ 

In the last few weeks of the year lots of the classes have been working on identifying emotions and     coping with 
negative emotions. If you want to keep that learning going over the holidays, here are two examples of simple   
activities designed to boost Emotional Literacy. You can find some additional information and wellbeing activities 
that you can do at home here https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/parents/family-health/parents-
wellbeing-activities-primary.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/parents/family-health/parents-wellbeing-activities-primary.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/parents/family-health/parents-wellbeing-activities-primary.pdf


 

Term 4 Week 11 

Room 1 

Ms Seymour 

 

All of room 

One ! 

Room One it has been an absolute pleasure to teach you this 
year. Everyone of you have made leaps and bounds in your 
learning, as well as having all grown into positive, kind and 
inspiring young people. I am so incredibly proud of you and 
wish you each the very best in 2023.  

Room 2 

Mrs Simmonds 

All of Room 2 For all your great hard work this year! It has been a pleasure 
to teach every one of you and I am so proud of your resilience, 
character strengths and positive attitude to learning. Good 
luck on all your endeavors next year Room 2! 

Room 3 

Mr Boston 

Miss Laura 

Room 3 !  Room 3, what a year we have had together! Mr Boston and I 
are so very proud of the young people you have transformed 
into. You all show so many of our strengths and continue to 
strive to be ‘your best always’ What super role models you are 
to the rest of the school! Congratulations!  

Room 7  

Ms  Hana 

Evan Evan, it has been wonderful to watch you come out of your 
shell and share your creative and thoughtful ideas regularly. 
Thank you for being a fabulous friend to your classmates by 
always helping and using kind words to those around you.  

Room 10 

Ms Alice  

All of Room 

10  This is  for the whole of Rm 10 for your continued effort in 
your learning tasks and your group co-operation. Thanks for 
being a great grade and Good luck next year. 

PE Mrs Gerdtz  Sarah R  What a wonderful role model you are! You have completed 
another excellent year in PE this year and I have really enjoyed 
watching your progress during your years at Moomba Park. 
Your attitude towards learning is amazing and you always ap-
proach learning new skills and games with such enthusiasm 
and effort. I have been so impressed with your teamwork and 
leadership when helping in Play Park and your work  to keep it 
tidy and organised. Good luck as you head off to secondary 
school and stay active. Well done Sarah!  

 

STRENGTH SIGNAL AWARDS 

Everyone 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 


